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transfer of Imperial affairs to a new executive and
legislature responsible to the people of all the
Dominions as well as of the British Isles. In
another he spoke as though his new Imperial Govern-
ment were for a time to exist side by side with the
old one. Mr. Asquith accepted his scheme in this
latter sense, and declined to consider any proposal
for sharing the conduct of foreign affairs with
another body. He was perfectly safe in doing so,
because the leaders of the Opposition could only
have given the same answer. No man of experience
will ever be found to form a Cabinet responsible for
the conduct of foreign affairs, if that duty is to be
shared with some other and different executive, or
if his tenure of office is to depend upon the vote of
more than a single legislature. The responsibility
for dismissing and replacing him is one which could
not be shared between two authorities. The same
answer would have been given by any one, Liberal
or Conservative, who had ever sat in an Imperial
cabinet. But if Sir Joseph had clearly proposed
that the final responsibility for foreign affairs should
be shared by all the Dominion electorates with that
of the British Isles, Mr. Asquith could not possibly
have made the answer he did. That responsibility,
which originally rested with the people of England
alone, was afterwards shared with those of Scotland
and Ireland, and there is no inherent impossibility
in sharing it with those of the Dominions. Mr.
Asquith affirmed (and rightly) that responsibility
for foreign affairs could not be shared between two
authorities. But he would never have dared to
assert that it cannot be shared by two or more
peoples merged into one electorate,, with one organ